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lation of facts, showed Mm self a student of natural his-
tory ; but in extending the kingdom of man over nature,
they were little in advance of their predecessors. Their
near successors, in formulating their doctrines as tenets
*of rival schools, only contracted their scope, and more
unreservedly abandoned the lines of real physical re-
search. Epicurus and Zeno enlarged the ethical views
of Aristippus and Antistheiies; but the cosmological
theories of Democritus and of Heraclitus, with which
they became respectively associated, remained in their
hands mere abstract speculations. The great work of
Lucretius displays a poetical interpretation of nature
often.only surpassed in subtilty by Wordsworth; nor
are there wanting in its pages occasional references
to crude experiment, and a few anticipations of correct
theories of the world such as we find somewhat later
in Ovid's c Fasti'; but these are interwoven with views
fundamentally false. The services rendered by the Stoics
and Epicureans to mankind consist in their criticisms of
life. These naturally impressed themselves on the prac-
tical genius of Rome, at a time when the Empire was
being established, and men were divided between those
ready to let the world slide and those who were vain-
ly endeavouring to revive the old life of the. .Republic.
Side by side with these two schools we have the modi-
fied negations of the New Academy. Onto would have
expelled Carnoades for undermining morality; Bacon
regards his doubt, " aoatalepsia," as a bar to science, pro-
foundly observing that " ho who has oncu despaired of
arriving at truth, finds his Interest in all tilings leas,"
Greek philosophy had wrought out, in tlw only ways
open to the existing state of knowledge, the chief (